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(54) Image display device 

(57) In an image display device comprises image 
display means (102) defining a plurality of pixels (1 16), 
input means for receiving an input image signal (VIDEO), 
and display control means (30) for controlling the display 
state of each pixel in response to the input image signal 
via one of n signal channels (50), n s 2, channel selection 
means (35, 52, 60, 61) are provided for periodically 



changing the signal channel through which a respective 
pixel is controlled. This prevents image degradation due 
to differences in the characteristics of the signal chan- 
nels such as those formed by signal-processing circuits 
in a phase-expansion circuit 
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Description 

The invention relates to an image display device, and more particularly to an image display device utilizing a liquid 
crystal panel. 

5 Fig. 1 4 shows an example of a conventional image display device. This device uses a liquid crystal panel to display 

images, and is provided with liquid crystal panel block 10, timing circuit block 20, and data-processing circuit block 30. 
Source clock signal CLK and synchronization signal SYNC are input into timing circuit block 20, and based on these 
signals, timing circuit block 20 outputs control signals, such as a clock, for operating each circuit block. Liquid crystal 
panel block 10 is provided with data-side drive circuit 101, active matrix liquid crystal panel 102 (simply referred to as 

10 "LC panel" hereinafter), and scanning-side drive circuit 103. Data-side drive circuit 101 is provided with shift register 
1 1 1 and sampling switches 1 12. LC panel 102 has a conventional structure with a plurality of data-side electrodes 113 
and scanning-side electrodes 115. The crossing points of these electrodes define a matrix of pixels 1 16. Each pixel 
comprises a thin film transistor 1 17 as an active element and two pixel electrodes 118 sandwiching a liquid crystal in 
between. Data-processing circuit block 30 is equipped with amplification and inversion circuit 302. 

is An input image signal VIDEO is supplied by an external device, such as an image-processing device (not shown in 
Fig. 14), to the image display device. This input image signal VIDEO comprises frames of pixel signals one for each 
pixel of the matrix in every frame. The pixel signals are synchronous with a pixel clock, while each frame defines one 
vertical synchronization period. The vertical synchronization period is subdivided into horizontal synchronization periods 
corresponding to the number of rows of the pixel matrix, i.e. the number of scanning electrodes 1 15. The input image 

20 signal VIDEO is amplified by amplification and inversion circuit 302 of data-processing circuit block 30 into the voltage 
range required for driving LC panel 102, with its polarity reversed as necessary, and is output as panel drive image signal 
V to input pin VIN of LC panel block 10. 

A pixel clock signal and horizontal and vertical synchronization signals are derived from signal CLK and SYNC. In 
synchronism with the horizontal synchronization signal shift register 1 1 1 periodically outputs sampling signals based on 

25 the signal from timing circuit block 20. Based on these sampling signals, sampling switches 112 sequentially sample 
panel drive image signal V, and output the sampled voltage to a respective one of data-side electrodes 113. Scanning- 
side drive circuit applies a row select signal sequentially to each scanning-side electrode 1 1 5. In this way the individual 
pixel signals of input image signal VIDEO are successively written into the pixels, pixel by pixel and row by row. Since 
this way of driving an LC panel is well known, no further explanation will be given. 

30 In an image display device, in which polysilicon thin-film transistors (hereafter referred to as "p-s-i-TFT") are used 
for the active elements of the LC panel 102, it is possible to also use p-s-i-TFTs to form both data-side drive circuit 101 
and scanning-side drive circuit 103 on the same glass substrate as LC panel 102. Formation of these circuits on the 
same glass substrate enables a size reduction of image display devices compared to the case where the circuits are 
formed separately. However, the operating speeds of data-side drive circuit 101 and scanning-side drive circuit 103 

35 formed on a glass substrate are slower than the speeds of circuits formed on a silicon substrate and are too slow to 
process a input image signal having a high frequency pixel clock in the manner outlined above. More particularly, since 
the time available for sampling a certain pixel signal by a certain sampling switch is equal to the pixel clock period, the 
shorter this period is the faster must be the response of the sampling switch. 

One possible solution is to expand the phase of input image signal VIDEO to achieve high-resolution image display 

40 by matching the characteristics of sampling switches 112 and the frequency of input image signal VIDEO. Fig. 1 1 shows 
an example of an image display device in which the single-phase input image signal VIDEO is phase-expanded. In this 
image display device, data -processing circuit block 30 is provided with phase expansion circuit 301 which expands input 
image signal VIDEO into six phases. Furthermore, data-processing circuit block 30 is provided with output pins OUT1 
- OUT6, and outputs panel drive image signals V(i) (where i = 1 through 6) for individual phases from corresponding 

45 pins. These panel drive image signals V(i) comprise the image signals to be supplied to the i-th, (n + i)-th, (2n + i)-th ... 
pixel in each row (n = 6 in this case). Liquid crystal panel block 10 is provided with six input pins VIN1 - VIN6 which 
correspond to panel drive image signals V(i), and each of input pins VIN1 - VIN6 is connected, via a respective data 
supply line 1 14 and sampling switches 1 12, to every sixth data-side electrode 1 13. Since the rest of the configuration 
is basically the same as that of the above-mentioned image display device, the same symbols are used for identical 

so parts and their explanations are omitted. 

In data-processing circuit block 30, input image signal VIDEO is expanded into n phases (6 phases in the image 
display device in this figure) by phase expansion circuit 301 ; each phase is separately amplified or inverted by a respective 
amplification and inversion circuit 302, into the voltage range required for driving the LC panel, and is output as panel 
drive image signal V(i). Consequently, the frequency of each panel drive image signal V(i) becomes lower than that of 

55 input image signal VIDEO. As a result, based on the sampling signals output by shift register 111, data-side drive circuit 
101 can use sampling switches 1 12 to accurately sample pixel signals that correspond to individual data-side electrodes 
1 13 out of panel drive image signals V(1) - V(6) supplied to pins VIN1 - VIN6. Therefore, the required potentials can be 
accurately output to data-side electrodes 113. thus enabling high-resolution image display based on a high-resolution 
input image signal VIDEO having a high-frequency pixel clock. 
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Fig. 12 shows further details of phase expansion. More particularly, Fig. 12 is a time chart showing the pixel clock, 
the horizontal synchronization signal, the input image signal VIDEO and panel drive image signals V(1) to V(6). Input 
image signal VIDEO contains pixel signals PD supplied as serial data. The individual pixel signals PD are arranged in 
the order in which the pixels of the LC panel are scanned. "Phase expansion" as the term is used here can be considered 

5 as demultiplexing the input image signal into image subsignals (phases), each comprising different ones of the pixel 
signals of the input image signal, and extending the duration of each pixel signal in the image subsignals by the expansion 
factor n. Hence, as sown in Fig. 12, the panel drive image signal V(1) includes pixel signals 1 , 7, 13 .... panel drive image 
signal V(2) includes pixel signals 2, 8, 14, etc. The duration of each pixel signal in each panel drive image signal corre- 
sponds to n (n = 6 in this example) pixel clock periods. Phase expansion, thus, results in frequency reduction. As a 

;o result, high-frequency input image signals can be sampled even when data-side drive circuit 101 has been formed on 
a glass substrate, and the on-state resistances of sampling switches 1 1 2, which constitute sample holders, are relatively 
high and their operating speeds relatively slow. This type of phase expansion circuit 301 can be configured using a circuit 
that latches data from digitized pixel signals for each phase, or a circuit that samples and holds pixel signals of analog 
image input signals, for each phase. 

15 Panel drive image signals V(i) output by phase expansion circuit 301 contain the pixel signals for every n-th pixel 
(every 6-th pixel in this example) in a row. Therefore, a signal for every n-th pixel is supplied to each of data input pins 
VI N1 through VIN6 of data-side drive circuit 101 . Each of the n data supply lines 1 1 4 connected to these data input pins 
VIN1 - VIN6 is connected to sampling switches 112. which sample the signal on that data supply line 1 1 4 at appropriate 
timings and output a pixel signal corresponding to the respective data-side electrode 1 13. As a result, a certain panel 

20 drive image signal V(i) controls every n-th pixel in each row of the liquid crystal panel, and the display of a specific pixel 
is refreshed by the horizontal synchronization signal corresponding to the row of that pixel. 

Since the installation of a phase expansion circuit makes it easy to match the operating speed on the sampling side 
and the frequency of the image signal, a small high-performance image display device can be provided. However, a 
phase expansion circuit contains separate circuits for individual phases, i.e. there is a separate signal channel for each 

25 phase. The variation or change over time in the characteristics of the constituent components in each signal channel, 
or their assembly conditions, might result in gain difference or offset even if their circuit configurations are identical. 
Consequently, even if input image signal VIDEO possesses pixel signals of uniform intensity for example, the intensity 
of the pixel signals for individual phases might be different after the phase expansion. As a result, pixels that should 
possess the same level of brightness sometimes display different brightness levels on LC panel 102. When a phase 

30 expansion circuit is used for n-phase expansion, all the pixels on every n-th data-side electrode are driven via the same 
signal channel. Thus, any differences between the signal channels that cause level differences in the respective panel 
drive image signals V(i) result in brightness differences appearing as vertical lines in the displayed image. For example, 
in the case of Fig. 1 1 in which a pixel signal is sampled and amplified or reversed for each phase, if the gain of one of 
the six circuits is smaller than those of the other circuits, the effect of the circuit with the smaller gain will become 

35 particularly noticeable when the pixel signals of input image signal VIDEO for one or more entire frames have the same 
level, in order to achieve uniform brightness over the entire screen of LC panel 102. As a result, every sixth vertical line 
will be displayed darker than other lines on LC panel 102, as shown in Fig. 13. 

In recent years, image display devices utilizing an LC panel have been used as the display terminal of information 
processing devices such as computers. TV screens, or in projection devices, and the resolution of these image display 

40 devices has been increasing. In view of the expanding use of this type of image display device a small-size, high-per- 
formance image display device not suffering from image quality degradation such as that described above is highly 
desirable. 

One possible method of avoiding the gain difference or offset caused by component variation is to adjust gain and 
offset in the manufacturing process. However, because high-precision work is required in matching the optical charac- 
45 teristics of liquid crystals, such adjustment work becomes more difficult as the number of phase expansions increases. 
Furthermore, the addition of adjusting devices complicates the circuit configuration. One possible solution for avoiding 
such adjustment work is to use high-precision components. However, this approach increases cost, and it is not easy 
to completely match their characteristics over the entire circuitry by merely increasing component precision. 

It is an object of this invention to provide an image display device in which each pixel is controlled in response to 
so an image input signal via one of multiple signal channels, wherein differences among the signal channels caused by 
component variations has no or little perceivable effect on the displayed image. 

This objects is achieved with an image display device as claimed in claim 1 . Preferred embodiments of the invention 
are subject-matter of the dependent claims. 

The channel selection means provided in accordance with the invention ensures that signals passing through a 
55 respective one of n signal channels do not always control the same pixels of the LC panel, yet every pixel being controlled 
by the pixel signals related to it. By appropriately changing the association between signal channels and pixels, the effect 
of any differences in gain, offset etc. between the individual signal channels can be distributed over the whole pixel 
matrix so as to be no longer perceivable. Employing the principle of the invention with the phase expansion explained 
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above enables processing of high resolution high frequency input image signals in a small-size and a high-performance 
image display device which has the data-side drive circuit formed on the same glass substrate as the LC panel. 

While the present invention is particularly useful in the above explained case of phase expansion, it will be appre- 
ciated that the same principle can be employed wherever the display states of pixels of an image display device are 
5 controlled through respective signal channels which ought to have but actually do not necessarily have the same char- 
acteristics. 

Embodiments of the invention and effects and advantages achieved by the invention will be explained below with 
reference to the drawings, in which: 
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5 


is a time chart illustrating random changes of select signal sets, 


Fig. 


6 


is a diagram illustrating the effect when signal channels are changed in a random order according to Rg. 5, 


Fig. 


7 


is a block diagram showing another example of the rotation circuit in the embodiment of Fig. 1 , 


Fig. 


8 


is a time chart illustrating sequential changes of select signal sets in the rotation circuit shown in Fig. 7, 


Fig. 


9 


is a diagram illustrating the effect when signal channels are changed in accordance with Fig. 8, 


Fig- 


10 


is a schematic diagram showing a projector type image display device incorporating the invention, 


Fig. 


11 


is a block diagram of an image display device that includes phase expansion as an example of multiple signal 
channels. 


Fig. 


12 


is a time chart illustrating the concept of phase expansion, 


Fig. 


13 


is a diagram showing how vertically aligned irregularities occur in an image display device that employs 
phase expansion, and 


Fig. 


14 


is a circuit block diagram showing a conventional image display device. 



40 

Fig. 1 shows a block diagram of a first embodiment of an image display device according to the invention. Elements 
in Fig. 1 that are similar to those in the image display device of Fig. 1 1 are denoted by the same symbols and their 
explanations are omitted. The image display device of Rg. 1 differs from that of Rg. 1 1 with respect to the data-processing 
block 30. Data-processing circuit block 30 of this embodiment of the invention is provided with inversion circuit 40, phase 

45 expansion circuit 50, rotation circuit 60, and control circuit 35 which controls these other circuits. 

A more detailed configuration of data-processing circuit block 30 is shown in Fig. 2. Inversion circuit 40 is provided 
with signal output circuit 41 which receives the input image signal applied to terminal VIDEO IN and generates and 
outputs two image signals VIDEO+ and VIDEO- of opposite polarity, i.e., the normal polarity signal (positive signal) of 
input image signal VIDEO and the inverted polarity signal (negative signals). Both image signals VIDEO+, VIDEO- are 

so applied to each of two selectors 42a and 42b which select and output either the positive or negative signal. First selector 
42a supplies the selected image signal to odd-numbered sample holders 51a, 51c. 51 e of phase expansion circuit 50, 
which are explained below, and second selector 42b supplies the selected signal to even-numbered sample holders 
51b, 51 d, 51 f. Positive and negative signals are input into first and second selectors 42a and 42b in reverse order, such 
that first and second selectors 42a and 42b always select signals of opposite polarity. In other words, when the positive 

55 image signal VIDEO+ is selected by first selector 42a, the negative image signal VIDEO- is selected by second selector 
42b. Consequently, when image signals VIDEO+ and VIDEO- are phase-expanded, signals that are opposite in polarity 
from the signals supplied to even-numbered phases are supplied to odd-numbered phases, ff adjacent data-side elec- 
trodes are always supplied with signals from opposite ones of odd-numbered and even-numbered phases, cross-talk 
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can be prevented from occurring in the horizontal direction. Note that in the following the term input image signal VIDEO 
will also be used to commonly refer to the image signals VIDEO+ and VIDEO-. 

As will be explained in more detail below, in the image display device of the invention, it is possible to change the 
signal channel through which a certain pixel receives the pixel signal related to it. This is achieved by changing the order 

s in which phase expansion circuit 50 samples input image signal VIDEO (exactly speaking image signals VIDEO+ and 
VIDEO-) into the sample holders, and at the same time changing the correspondence between sample holders 51a - 
51 f and output pins OUT1 - OUT6 to which data supply lines 1 1 4 are connected. Changing the correspondence between 
sample holders 51 a - 51 f and output pins OUT1 - OUT6 is performed by means of rotation circuit 60 connected between 
the sample holders and the output pins. If the signal channels are changed, for instance, every horizontal synchronization 

10 signal in such a way that positive and negative signals are alternately applied to each data supply line 114, the potentials 
supplied to each pair of vertically adjacent pixels of LC panel 102 will also be opposite in polarity, thus preventing cross- 
talk from occurring in the horizontal (row) as well as the vertical (column) direction. Furthermore, based on a control 
signal CP from control circuit 35, selectors 42a and 42b can change the signals to be supplied to phase expansion circuit 
50. Therefore, by inverting the signal to be supplied to phase expansion circuit 50 synchronously with the vertical syn- 

is chronization signal, for example, the polarity of pixel signals to be applied to individual pixels can be inverted every 
frame, thus preventing display irregularities, such as cross-talk, from occurring. 

To perform dot inversion drive, which inverts the polarities of adjacent dots of such a liquid crystal device, the con- 
ventional approach required that the polarity of each pixel signal be inverted individually, a disadvantage in terms of 
supplying stable pixel signals. However, in the image display device of the invention, the polarities of adjacent pixels in 

20 the horizontal direction are changed as explained above, and additionally the signal channels are changed. As a result, 
the polarities of adjacent pixels in the vertical direction can also be changed. Consequently, it is not necessary to change 
the polarity of each pixel signal individually, and dot inversion drive can be performed based on pixel signals with stable 
potentials. Because dot inversion drive produces opposite polarities in the signals that drive two adjacent pixels, the 
charging/discharging of the hold capacitance of pixel electrodes occurs nearby and the current flowing through the data- 

25 side drive electrodes decreases, thus suppressing the variation in the reference potential of the pixel potential hold 
capacitance. As a result, the occurrence of horizontal cross-talk can be prevented and stable, high-resolution images 
can be obtained. 

Phase expansion circuit 50 in this embodiment is designed to expand input image signal VIDEO into six phases, 
using six sample holders 51a - 511 The number of phases is not limited to six, and five or less, or seven or more can 

30 be used. When input image signal VIDEO is expanded into six phases, it is possible to connect data supply lines 114 
to data-side electrodes 1 13 by matching the colors in the horizontal direction, in full-color LC panel 102. 

Based on sample signals supplied from phase expansion control circuit 52, three sample holders 51a, 51c, 51 e 
sample the image signal VIDEO+ (or VIDEO-) being supplied to them in parallel while three sample holders 51b, 51d, 
51f sample the image signal VIDEO- (or VIDEO+) being supplied to them in parallel. The sample holders hold the 

35 respective signal sample, i.e. the pixel signal, until the next sample signals are received. Therefore, the pixel signals 
contained in input image signal VIDEO are expanded into six phases, and the duration (data length) of each pixel signal 
is extended. Consequently, the frequency of panel drive image signals V(i) (i = 1 - 6) supplied to individual data lines 
114 from output pins OUT1 - OUT6 via rotation circuit 60 is reduced compared to the frequency of the input image signal. 
A phase expansion circuit, such as that described above, can be configured using a latch circuit that latches data 

40 from digitized pixel signals for each phase, or a circuit that samples and holds analog pixel signals, for each phase. In 
either case, a separate circuit is required for each phase, e.g., the sample holders 51a - 51f in this embodiment, and 
thus involves the problem explained above with respect to Figs. 10 and 13. 

Rotation circuit 60 in this embodiment is provided with rotation control circuit 61 , and six 6-input/1 -output analog 
switches 62a - 62f. More generally, if the expansion factor, i.e. the number of phases is n, n n-input/1 -output analog 

45 switches will be used. A timing signal is input from timing circuit block 20 to control circuit 61 , and control circuit 61 
outputs a respective select signal to each of analog switches 62a - 62f, indicating which of its six inputs is to be connected 
to the single output. Based on these select signals, each analog switch 62a - 62f selects one of image signals V1(i) 
being held by sample holders 51 a - 51 f and outputs it to the associated one of output pins OUT1 - OUT6 as panel drive 
image signal V(i). 

so Control circuit 61 in this embodiment holds several combinations or sets of select signals each set resulting in 
another setting of the analog switches 62a - 62f. Control circuit 61 is adapted to select among these sets and to change 
the selection according to a specified timing. For example, control circuit 61 is provided with six sets S1 - S6 of select 
signals, and changes between these sets synchronously with the horizontal synchronization signal. The relationship 
between the select signal sets and input/output connection of the individual analog switches 62a - 62f, in this case, is 

55 shown in Table 1. Note that Table 1 indicates the select signal sets S1 to S6 and the sample holders whose output is 
respectively connected to the individual output pins OUT1 to OUT 6. In addition Table 1 indicates the correspondence 
between the signals VI (1) to V1(6) output from the sample holders 51a to 51f, respectively, and the signals V(1) to V(6) 
output from output pins OUT1 to OUT6. respectively. 
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Table 1 



SELECT SIG- 
NAL SET 


OUT1 [V(1)] 


OUT2 [V(2)] 


OUT3 [V(3)] 


OUT4 (V(4)] 


OUT5 [V(5)] 


OUT6 [V(6)] 


S1 


51a[V1(1)] 


51b [V1 (2)] 


51c [V1 (3)] 


51d[V1(4)] 


51e[V1(5)] 


51f[V1(6)] 


S2 


51f[V1(6)] 


51a[V1(1)] 


51b[V1(2)] 


51c [V1 (3)] 


51d[V1(4)] 


51e[V1(5)] 


S3 


51e[V1(5)] 


51f[V1(6)J 


51a[V1(1)] 


51b [V1 (2)] 


51c [V1 (3)] 


51d[V1(4)] 


S4 


51d[V1(4)] 


51e[V1(5)] 


51f[V1(6)] 


51a[V1(1)] 


51b [V1 (2)] 


51c [V1 (3)] 


S5 


51c [V1 (3)] 


51 d [VI (4)] 


51e[V1(5)] 


51f[V1(6)] 


51a[V1(1)] 


51b[V1(2)] 


S6 


51b[V1(2)] 


51c [V1 (3)] 


51d[V1(4)] 


51e[V1(5)] 


51f[V1(6)] 


51a[V1(1)] 



As has been mentioned already, because rotation circuit 60 changes the association between image signals V1(i) 
held by sample holders 51 a - 51 f and panel drive image signals V(i) according to select signal sets S1 - SB as explained 

20 above, the order in which sample holders 51a - 51 f hold pixel signals of input image signals VIDEO must be changed 
correspondingly in order to ensure that each data-side electrode 113 receives the pixel signals related to the pixels which 
are driven by this electrode. Such expansion sequence control is performed by control circuit 52 according to the timing 
at which select signal sets S1 - S6 are changed and both circuits 52 and 61 are cooperatively controlled by control circuit 
35 according to a timing signal. 

25 Fig. 3 illustrates the change between the selects signal sets S1 to S6 in relation to the horizontal and vertical syn- 
chronization signals. In the example shown in this figure, the select signal set changes from S1 through S6 synchronously 
with the horizontal and vertical synchronization signals of the image signal. A rotation control circuit 61 that generates 
select signals in such order can be implemented using a counter circuit, for instance. 

Suppose that the gain of one (51a) of six sample holders 51 a - 51 f is smaller than those of the rest in such an image 

30 display device. When the pixel signals of input image signal VIDEO for the entire screen have the same level in order 
to achieve uniform brightness for the entire screen of the image display device, the pixels to which expanded image 
signal V1(1) held by sample holder 51a is supplied as panel drive image signal V(i), will be darker than other pixels. 
However, since the correspondence between image signals V1 (i) and panel drive image signals V(i) is changed at regular 
intervals, the position of the darker pixel is changed among the data-side electrodes 113 correspondingly. Therefore, 

35 the pixels possessing different brightness (lower brightness in this example) are dispersed instead of being lined up 
along a vertical line of LC panel 102. 

As a result, the effect of any differences among individual sample holders 51 is dispersed over the LC panel. For 
example, even when the differences among individual sample holders 51 appear as different brightness levels in the LC 
panel, they will appear as shown in Fig. 4 and are not as noticeable as would be the case had they appeared along 

40 vertical lines. 

Table 1 and Fig. 3 show a cyclic rotation if the sets of select signals S1 to S6 are chosen in this order. It is to be 
noted that this is an example only. Generally, the order in which these sets of select signals are changed may either be 
any predetermined order or a random order. A random change is illustrated in Fig. 5 which is a time chart similar to that 
of Fig. 3. Rotation control circuit 61 that randomly generates select signal sets in this way can be implemented using a 

45 random signal generation circuit In sample holders 51a - 51 f of phase expansion circuit 50, the phase expansion 
sequence is of course controlled cooperatively with the random change in the select signal. 

Again assuming that the gain of one (51a) of the sample holders 51a - 51f is smaller than those of the others, the 
effect of a random change of signal channels according to Fig. 5, is illustrated in Fig. 6. Because the set of select signals 
(and, hence, the signal channel) is randomly changed synchronously with the horizontal and vertical synchronization 

so signals as shown in Fig. 5, the pixels with lower brightness levels are not only spatially dispersed over the LC panel in 
each frame but their positions also change every frame (every vertical synchronization period). Therefore, considering 
the integrating function of human eyes, the entire LC panel appears to possess nearly the same level of brightness. In 
other words, the effects of the differences in the characteristics of amplification, inversion, etc. of sample holders for 
individual phases are canceled both in terms of space and time, improving the image displayed on the LC panel. 

55 It has been explained before that it is desirable to have each pair of pixels adjacent to each other in the horizon- 
tal/vertical direction in the pixel matrix driven by voltages of opposite polarities. With respect to the horizontal direction 
this may be easily ensured by using only appropriate ones of the possible combinations between sample holders and 
output pins. With respect to the vertical direction, if the select signal sets are changed in a predetermined order it may 
also be easily achieved. However, if they are changed randomly such opposite polarities may not always be ensured. 
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To avoid this problem it is possible to employ a quasi -random order which ensures that two successively selected sets 
fulfill the condition of opposite polarities. 

Fig. 7 shows a different example of rotation circuit 60. This rotation circuit 60 uses n m-input/1 -output analog switches 
63a - 63f (m is an integer smaller than n and is set to 3 in this case) to select among the n image signals V1 (i) (n = 6 in 

5 this example) from phase expansion circuit 50, and outputs the selected signals as panel drive image signals V(i). In 
other words, in rotation circuit 60 of this example, analog switches 63a - 63c each select one signal out of phase-expanded 
image signals V1 (1 ) - V1 (3) held by the first through the third sample holders 51a - 51c of phase expansion circuit 50. 
based on the select signals supplied by rotation control circuit 61 , and output the selected signals to output pins OUT1 
- OUT3 as panel drive image signals V(1 ) - V(3). Analog switches 63d - 63f each select one signal out of phase-expanded 

w image signals V1 (4) - V1 (6) held by the fourth through the sixth sample holders 51 d - 51 f of phase expansion circuit 50, 
and output the selected signals to output pins OUT4 - OUT6 as panel drive image signals V(4) - V(6). 

Control circuit 61 in this example, like that in the example of Fig. 2, holds multiple combinations or sets of select 
signals corresponding to different settings of the analog switches. Since each analog switch can select among only m 
of n image signals V1 (i), the number of sets of select signals is m in this case and among these can be changed according 

75 to a specified timing. For example, when rotation control circuit 61 is provided with three sets S1 - S3 of select signals 
and these sets are changed synchronously with the horizontal synchronization signal, the relationship between the select 
signal sets and the input/output setting of the individual analog switches 63a - 63f may be as shown in Table 2. 



Table 2 



SELECT SIG- 
NAL SET 


OUT1 [V(1)] 


OUT2 [V(2)] 


OUT3 [V(3)] 


OUT4 [V(4)] 


OUT5 [V(5)] 


OUT6 [V(6)] 


S1 


51a[V1(1)] 


51b [V1 (2)] 


51c [V1 (3)] 


51d[V1(4)] 


51e[V1(5)] 


51f[V1(6)] 


S2 


51c [V1 (3)] 


51a[V1(1)] 


51b [V1 (2)] 


51f[V1(6)] 


51d[V1(4)] 


51e[V1(5)] 


S3 


51b [V1 (2)] 


51c [V1 (3)] 


51a[V1(1)] 


51e[V1(5)] 


51f[V1(6)] 


51d[V1(4)] 



30 Fig. 8 illustrates the change between the selects signal sets S1 to S3 in relation to the horizontal and vertical syn- 
chronization signals. In this example, select signal sets S1 - S3 change synchronously with the horizontal and vertical 
synchronization signals. Such a rotation control circuit 61 can be implemented using a counter circuit. Note that while 
Table 2 and Fig. 8 show a cyclic order of the changing sets of select signals, a different order including a random order 
may be employed as explained above. 

35 Assume again that the gain related to amplification and inversion of one (51 a) of the six sample holders 51 a - 51 f 
is smaller than those of the others. The effect when rotation circuit 60 of this example is used and the order of select 
signal sets according to Table 2 is employed, is as shown in Fig. 9. Pixels with different brightness levels are dispersed 
over LC panel 102 and thus do not appear as serious visual defects, producing an image with improved quality. As will 
be appreciated, when the rotation circuit of Fig. 7 is used, phase expansion circuit 50 must change the expansion 

40 sequence of input image signal VIDEO in correspondence with the respective sets of select signals such that pixel 
signals are supplied to specified data-side electrodes in a specified order. 

Because the rotation circuit in this example uses 3-input/1 -output analog switches, its circuit configuration is sim- 
plified, streamlining the design and assembly of rotation circuit 60. 

Although the invention was explained based on the embodiments above, the application of the invention is of course 

45 not limited to these embodiments. For example, instead of changing the select signal sets completely at random, it is 
possible to change their sequence relative to the vertical synchronization signal, or to change them randomly relative 
to the vertical synchronization signal. These changes can disperse, both in terms of space and time, the effect of a 
difference in circuit characteristics that will appear when a circuit such as a sample hold circuit is used for phase expan- 
sion, thus canceling the effects of circuit differences on the screen and producing high-quality, high-resolution images. 

so Furthermore, the relationship between select signals S1 - S6 or S1 - S3 and the correspondences of phase- 
expanded image signals V1 (i) and panel drive image signals V(i) need not be as described in Tables 1 and 2; and many 
other types of circuits besides those described above can be used for the circuit for generating and supplying select 
signals. 

In the image display device of the embodiments explained above, differences might occur in the offset between the 
55 input and output of the analog switches inside the rotation circuit. However, these differences are generally much smaller 
than those of the image signal holding circuits or the amplification and inversion circuit in phase expansion circuit 50. 
Therefore, the provision of a rotation circuit reduces the effect of voltage differences among panel drive image signals 
V(i), i.e.. pixel brightness differences on LC panel 1 02, instead of increasing them, thus fully producing the image quality 
improvement effects of rotation. In other words, the term "signal channel" does not necessarily mean the complete signal 



7 



EP 0 718 816 A2 



path from a signal source to a pixel but at least that part of the signal path where differences such as gain and offset 
may be at a level that would degrade image display if the signal channels were not changed. 

Furthermore, the use of a rotation circuit simplifies the dot inversion drive performed by inversion circuit 40, and 
pixel signals with a stable DC level can be provided because the polarity needs to be inverted only for each vertical 
synchronization signal, by the inversion circuit for example. Consequently, the signal offset is reduced and horizontal 
cross-talk can be prevented, producing a clearer image. The invention has been explained above with reference to 
embodiments using inversion circuit 40. It is to be noted, however, that the effect of distributing display irregularities 
resulting from differences among the signal channels, in particular those of a phase expansion circuit, over the displayed 
image to make them not or at least less noticeable, is also achieved if phase inversion circuit 40 is not used. On the 
other hand, the change of signal channels according to the invention enables the explained easy way for a dot inversion 
drive. On the other hand, the invention may also be employed only for the purpose of dot inversion drive, i.e. without 
phase expansion. In such case two signal channels for two opposite polarity signals would be exchanged for each other 
thereby compensating for any differences in selectors 42a, 42b. 

Additionally, the rotation circuit or the entire data processing circuit block including the rotation circuit can be formed 
on a glass substrate outside of the LC panel, and can be integrated into an IC. In particular, when integrating the circuit 
into an IC, the use of the rotation circuit of the invention eliminates the level adjustments between signal-processing 
circuits required during phase expansion. Furthermore, IC integration is easy since high-resolution images can be 
achieved even if some level differences exist among sample holder circuits during the integration of these circuits into 
an IC. 

When forming these circuits on a substrate, it is possible to adjust the gain differences and offsets of the circuits 
during manufacturing processes, in order to avoid the gain differences or offsets that would be caused by component 
variation. However, because high-precision work is required for matching the gains and offsets with the optical charac- 
teristics of liquid crystals, such adjustment work becomes impractical as the number of phase expansions, i.e. the number 
of separate signal channels, increases. Furthermore, the addition of adjusting devices complicates the circuit configu- 
ration. In contrast, the use of a rotation circuit such as that used in the image display device in this example, eliminates 
the need for adjustment work and high-precision components, and thus can reduce costs and achieve better display 
images than possible with higher precision components. 

Although the above explanation is based on an image display device that uses an LC panel, an electroluminescent 
device or a CRT can also be used. Furthermore, the invention is also applicable to projection-type image display devices 
that use an LC panel as a light valve. 

Fig. 10 shows an overview of a projection-type image display device (projector) that uses an optical system based 
on three prisms. In projector 70 in this example, the light projected from white light source lamp unit 71 is divided into 
the three light beams of primary colors R, G, and B by multiple mirrors 77 and two dichroic mirrors 73 inside light guide 
72. These three color beams are guided to three TFT LC panels 74r, 74g, and 74b each of which modulates one of the 
three color beams. The light modulated by the three transmission type TFT LC panels 74r, 74g, and 74b is input into 
dichroic prism 75 from three directions. R and B light beams are bent by 90° by dichroic prism 75 while the G light beam 
advances straight, and as a result, images of the three colors are synthesized and a color image is projected onto an 
object, such as a screen, via projection lens 76. When input image signals VIDEO are supplied to each of LC panels 
74r, 74g, and 74b via a data-processing circuit block provided with the phase- expansion function and the rotation function 
in accordance with the invention, images in individual colors with high quality and high resolution and without horizontal 
cross-talk or vertical line irregularities can be created by LC panels 74r, 74g, and 74b. Therefore, projector 70 can be 
used to project large crisp images onto an object such as a screen. 

Claims 

1 . An image display device comprising: 

image display means (102) defining a matrix of pixels (116), 

input means for receiving an input image signal (VIDEO) including a serial stream of pixel signals, and 
display control means (30) for controlling the display state of each pixel in response to a respective pixel 
signal (PD) in the input image signal via one of n signal channels (50), wherein n a 2, 
characterized by 

channel selection means (35, 52, 60, 61 ) for periodically changing the signal channel through which a respec- 
tive pixel is controlled. 

2. The device according to claim 1 wherein said display control means comprises: 

phase expansion means (50) forming said n signal channels for converting the input image signal into n 
separate image subsignals (V1 (1 ) - V1 (6)), each corresponding to one of said signal channels, such that each of n 
successive pixel signals (PD) in the input image signal is included in a different one of the image subsignals and 
the period of each pixel signal in each image subsignal is n times that of a pixel signal in the input image signal, 
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said phase expansion means being responsive to a first control signal for changing the order in which the pixel 
signals of each group of n successive pixel signals are distributed to said n image subsignals, and 

n supply means (OUT1 - OUT6) for supplying said image subsignals from said signal channels to said image 
display means (102), and 
5 said channel selection means comprises 

rotation means (60) connected between said n signal channels and said n supply means (OUT1 - OUT6) 
and responsive to a second control signal for selectively changing the association between said n signal channels 
and said n supply means, and 

control means (35. 52, 61 ) for selectively generating said first and second control signals in any one of multiple 
to predetermined combinations. 

3. The device according to claim 2 wherein: 

said phase expansion means (59) comprises n sample and hold means (51a - 51 f) each for receiving said 
input image signal and providing a respective one of said image subsignals (V1 (1) - V1 (6)), 
is said first control signal comprises first to n-th sample signals for controlling the sample timings of said n 

sample and hold means the time sequence of said first to n-th sample signals being different in each of said pre- 
determined combinations. 

4. The device according to any one of the preceding claims wherein said channel selection means (35. 52, 60, 61 ) is 
20 adapted to select the signal channel (51a - 51 f) through which a respective pixel is controlled among said n signal 

channels. 

5. The device according to any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein said signal channels (51a - 51f) are grouped into m groups, 
m < n, and said channel selection means (35, 52, 60, 61) is adapted to select the signal channel through which a 

25 respective pixel is controlled among the m signal channels of a respective group. 

6. The device according to claim 4 or 5 wherein said channel selection means (35, 52. 60. 61 ) is adapted to select the 
signal channel through which a respective pixel is controlled among said norm channels in accordance with a 
predetermined order. 

30 

7. The device according to claim 4 or 5 wherein said channel selection means (35. 52, 60, 61 ) is adapted to select the 
signal channel through which a respective pixel is controlled among said n or m channels in a random order. 

8. The device according to any one the preceding claims of wherein said channel selection means (35, 52, 60, 61) is 
35 adapted to change said signal channel in synchronism with every horizontal synchronization of said image display 

means. 

9. The device according to any one the preceding claims of wherein said channel selection means (35, 52, 60, 61) is 
adapted to change said signal channel in synchronism with every vertical synchronization of said image display 

40 means. 

10. The device according to claim 3 or any one of claims 3 to 9 as dependent on claim 3. wherein said rotation means 
(60) comprises n selection means (62a - 62f) each having an output connected to a respective one of said n supply 
means (OUT1 - OUT6) and plural inputs connected to a group or all of said n sample and hold means (51a - 51f). 

45 

11. The device according to any one of the preceding claims wherein said display means (102) is a liquid crystal panel 
and said supply means (OUT1 - OUT6) supply said pixel signals to data-side drive means (101) of said liquid crystal 
panel. 

so 1 2. The device according to any one of claims 1 to 1 1 wherein said input means (40) comprises polarity inversion means 
(41) responsive to said input image signal for putting out two image signals polarity inverted with respect to each 
other, and switching means (42a. 42b) responsive to a control signal (CP) for selectively applying one of said two 
image signals to a first or a first group (51a - 51c) and the other one to a second or a second group (51 d -510 of 
said signal channels. 

55 

13. The device of claim 12 wherein said channel selection means (35, 52, 60, 61) is adapted to change said signal 
channels such that each pair of pixels which are adjacent to each other in the row and/or column direction of said 
pixel matrix are controlled by different ones of said two image signals. 
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14. The device according to any one of the preceding claims wherein said display means is a transmission-type liquid 
crystal panel (74r, 74g, 74b) of a projection-type display device. 
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Fig* 3 
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Fig. 5 
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Fig. 7 
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Fig. 10 
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Fig. 11 




Fig. 12 
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Fig. 13 
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